THE  PILGRIMAGE  OF   GRACE

rather than we will permit their malices to enforce us to such
extremity we shall, we doubt not in God, so provide for their
repression that those shall first repent it that be the greatest
fautors, maintainers and abettors of them in their mischief, and
therewithal cut away all those corrupt members that with whole-
some medicines will not be recovered and brought to perfect
health. . . .

Aske had nearly forty thousand armed men at his back, and
Norfolk, unable to meet him in the field, took refuge in
diplomacy. He promised the free pardon under the King's seal,
also the Parliament that they demanded, on the authority of the
above letter (No. vi). Getting their substantial demands the
rebels imagined they had had everything conceded. The northern
parliament was to meet in the summer. The pardon was pro-
claimed, and the pilgrimage dispersed.

Henry was shrewd enough to know that dispersal was not
enough. Nor had he any intention of keeping the pledge given
by Norfolk. To submit in any way to rebel demands was to
* distain * his honour. He realized, however, that Aske must
be persuaded of the integrity of his purpose. Aske was summoned
to court under a safe-conduct. Henry gave him a personal inter-
view, and renewed and amplified his promises. Aske went back
to Yorkshire, convinced that the King would keep his word;
but he went back to a people who had not listened to the royal
eloquence and who were still deeply distrustful of Henry's inten-
tions. And he went back to a movement which he could no
longer control. Early in January parties of rebels attempted to
take Hull and Scarborough. Aske, Lord Darcy and others were
largely instrumental in suppressing these outbreaks; but their
good faith and loyalty counted for nothing as against the oppor-
tunity with which the rebels themselves had now provided the
King. They had broken their pledges: the royal pardon could
be recalled; and the rebel leaders must be punished. Darcy and
Aske were committed to the Tower, tried and condemned: the
former was beheaded on Tower Hill on June 20: Aske was
hanged in chains at York. Abbots and friars, nobles and gentry
suffered like fates.
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